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jected it, but the liberal and social-democratic minority 
has supported it. The motion has since been carried by 
the second chamber without a division. 

. . . The Advocate of Peace is in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. William Willard Howard, secretary of the 
Balkan Eelief Fund, with headquarters at 70 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. Mr. Howard's letter reads : 
"Starving Albania, without even one newspaper of its 



own to make public its need, is dying in silence, its trag- 
edy passed by unheeded. 

"Will the Advocate of Peace open a door through 
which its appeal for help may reach the people of the 
United States?" 

Of course the Advocate of Peace will be an "open 
door" or anything else that will help toward the relief 
of actual suffering because of this war. How many of 
its readers will join in the work ? 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



American Peace Society. 

Minnesota Division. 

Encouraging activity is reported in this Division and 
in the Minneapolis Section. In the latter organization 
plans for fall work are progressing under the direction 
of the new secretary-treasurer, Mr. George H. Selover. 
Mrs. Selover, secretary of the local Woman's Peace 
Party, is active in peace work, and co-operation between 
the two organizations is thus under favorable auspices. 
President Haworth, of the Minneapolis Section, is ac- 
tively engaged in a campaign among the churches of the 
city. A class of men students engaged in the study of 
peace problems and internationalism has been reopened 
at the State Agricultural School under the direction of 
Prof. G. M. Howard. In the St. Paul Section there 
are now over two hundred and fifty members, but no 
reports of activity are so far available from this terri- 
tory. Hon. Samuel G. Iverson has been elected Director 
to represent the Minnesota Division at the meetings of 
the American Peace Society, according to the provision 
of the revised constitution of the society. 

Georgia Division. 

The American Peace Society was well represented in 
a public exhibit of peace literature and other propa- 
ganda at the Southeastern State Pair, held the week of 
October 14. On the preceding Sunday the Secretary 
and Director of the South Atlantic States Department, 
Dr. J. J. Hall, addressed a large and interested gather- 
ing at the Tabernacle in Atlanta, giving a stereopticon 
lecture on War and Peace. Over 10,000 pieces of lit- 
erature were distributed at the fair. 

North Carolina Division. 

It is with deep regret that the death is announced of 
Mr. James H. Southgate, of Durham, president of the 
North Carolina Division and an ardent supporter of the 
world peace movement. As chairman of the trustees of 
Trinity College his influence was widespread and his 
loss is deeply felt. 

Vermont Division. 

Vermont is one of the most recent affiliated societies 
to become an integral part of the American Peace Soci- 
ety under the provisions of the revised constitution. At 
a meeting held in Brattleboro, September 19, under the 
direction of James L. Tryon, Director of the New Eng- 
land Department, the society reorganized upon the new 
basis and held elections of officers. Walter A. Gilbert, 



of Brattleboro, was chosen temporary secretary, and the 
Hon. Frank Plumley, of Northfield, formerly president, 
was elected honorary president. Other officers are: 
Vice-presidents, Eev. Bichard H. Clapp, Eev. George E. 
Tomkinson, and Dr. Henry D. Holton; treasurer, Fred 
W. Putnam; directors, Miss Mary E. Cabot, Mrs. 
Charles H. Thompson, George L. Dunham, Eev. Delmar 
E. Trout, Henry Bond, Mrs. Julius J. Estey, Dr. Charles 
G. Wheeler, Edgar B. Smith, and Walter A. Gilbert. 

Peace and Aebiteation Society of Buffalo. 

Although this society has not yet ratified the provis- 
ions of the new American Peace Society constitution, 
hearty endorsement of that action is already assured. 
It is planned to form of this group the Western New 
York State Division of the Society. The secretary, 
Mr. Frank F. Williams, reports encouraging activity, 
including affiliation with upwards of seventy-five local 
churches, and much assistance provided to the local 
American School Peace League. The secretary is act- 
ing as Director of this latter organization, in co-opera- 
tion with another member of the society officiating as 
president. Plans are under way to reach on a large 
scale the New York Teachers' Association Convention, 
to be held in Buffalo in November. Active measures 
are being taken in opposition to the conscription law in 
New York State and the law providing for military 
training in the high schools. Work among the women's 
clubs is distinguished by the affiliation of the Buffalo 
City Federation, embracing fifty-five of these clubs, 
which appoint each year representatives to a peace 
committee. Internationalism has been introduced 
widely among them as a topic for discussion in its 
various phases. Speakers are regularly sent out to the 
churches and public gatherings in Western New York 
State, and also to clubs, labor organizations, Y. M. C. 
A.'s, schools, etc., in the immediate locality. 

Women's League foe Permanent Peace. 
French Section. 

The French women of this Section recently prepared 
and submitted to all members of the French Senate 
and Chamber of Deputies the following significant plea : 

"We, French women, relying on the repeated declara- 
tions of the allied governments that the only object of 
the existing state of war is a just peace; . . . see- 
ing by the delays and mistakes of secret diplomacy how 
necessary is the democratic control of policy, demand : 

"1. That all the allied governments shall formulate 
their peace conditions and make them known. 
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"2. That these governments shall not refuse to con- 
sider any proposals of peace, now or hereafter, whenso- 
ever they may come. 

"3. That the French government shall submit these 
to the Chambers, and consequently to public opinion." 

Nederlandsche Anti-Oorlog Eaad. 

The report of the Netherlands Anti-War Society, an 
organization in Holland founded two months after the 
outbreak of the war for the purpose of "enabling per- 
sons who had hitherto worked separately in various or- 
ganizations in the interest of peace to unite their efforts 
in one large, national organization," gives the following 
facts : 

Owing to uninterrupted propaganda, the movement 
succeeded in spreading to such an extent that it now 
counts 136 local branches and about 30,000 members. 
More than 1,200 associations have joined the council. 
Amongst the latter we note 34 peace associations, 31 offi- 
cial bodies, 103 religious bodies, 140 religious and ethi- 
cal associations, 137 unions for political and legislative 
reforms, 165 unions for social reforms, 68 societies of 
arts, science, and general development, 72 unions of 
teachers, 85 trades unions, 59 labor unions, 21 commer- 
cial and industrial associations, 59 agricultural societies, 
12 associations to promote colonial and home interests, 
38 associations to promote local and touring interests, 
28 co-operative and mutual insurance societies, 36 sport- 
ing societies, 24 associations the aims of which are un- 
known to us. The "Nederlandsche Anti-Oorlog Eaad" 
tries to spread the principles of peace throughout the 
Netherlands by means of public meetings, newspaper 
articles, short manifestos, pamphlets, and its own fort- 
nightly review. Since the council's foundation 150 pub- 
lic meetings have been held and 18,000 pamphlets issued 
The "Nederlandsche Anti-Oorlog Eaad" further pub- 
lishes a monthly review which is meant to submit to the 
public all that has been written and said in favor of a 
peace based on right and justice by influential persons 
who belong to the belligerent countries. These papers 
are translated into English, French, and German, and 
are sent free of cost to the chief newspapers and pacifists 
of all countries. 

Norwegian Committee for a Durable Peace. 

The committee has sent out 15,000 copies of a mani- 
festo signed by about fifty persons representing the 
various political parties, social interests, science, litera- 
ture, art, and other fields, asking support of public opin- 
ion in favor of the international program for a durable 
peace. A report states: "There exists every reason to 
be satisfied with the reception that the manifesto has 
met with throughout the country. Out of 674 munici- 
pal councils in Norway, 374 adhered to the program. 
Nine hundred and eighteen unions and associations also 
avowed adherence. More than 60,000 individuals at- 
tended special meetings at which the purposes of the 
program were elaborated, and of these 9,007 signed the 
lists accompaftying the manifesto. 

Swedish Committee for Durable Peace. 

This committee has co-operated with the Swedish 
Peace Federation and the Swedish Women's Committee 
for Permanent Peace to spread its propaganda through- 



out the country. During the autumn about fifty public 
meetings have been held all over the country, with lec- 
tures about the minimum-program, and lists for personal 
adhesion were spread. The program has also been sent 
to all kinds of associations that could be expected to be 
interested in peace questions. Dp to date 1,058 such 
associations adhered to the program. Among these are 
372 religious organizations, 378 political organizations, 
171 temperance organizations, 78 associations for the 
enfranchisement of women, and 30 co-operative associa- 
tions. Besides these, over 100,000 private persons have 
adhered. Since the outbreak of war the Federation has 
published several pamphlets. 

American School Peace League. 

The league announces three prizes of $75, $50, and 
$25 to be awarded for the best essays written respect- 
ively by normal and secondary school pupils of the 
country. Senior students in the normal schools will be 
asked to write, on "What Education Can Do Towards 
the Maintenance of Permanent Peace," and those in the 
secondary schools, "The Influence of the United States 
in the Adoption of a Plan for Permanent Peace." The 
contest closes March 1, 1917. Leading educators 
throughout the country are chosen as judges for the 
contest. 

League to Enforce Peace. 

This league was incorporated in New Jersey in Octo- 
ber, with a charter filed with the Secretary of State. 
The trustees are Prof. William H. Taft, President Hib- 
ben, of Princeton University, and Harold J. Howland. 

Massachusetts Peace Society. 

The Directors of the Massachusetts Peace Society 
have approved the following program as the basis for 
the educational work of the society : 

International Agreement. — International disputes 
that can be determined by means of the application of 
international law should, unless settled by negotiation, 
be submitted to an International Court of Justice for 
decision. All other international disputes should, un- 
less settled by negotiation, be submitted either to an 
International Arbitration Tribunal for decision or to an 
International Council of Conciliation for investigation 
and report. 

Enforcement of Agreement. — The nations of the 
world should unite to bring concerted diplomatic, eco- 
nomic, and, if necessary, military pressure to bear 
against any nation which begins a war in violation of 
this international agreement. 

International Legislative Body. — The nations of the 
world should establish an international legislative body 
for the codification and formulation of international 
law. 

The ultimate object of these preliminary steps is the 
establishment of an international tribunal for the deter- 
mination of all international disputes, with power, dele- 
gated by the nations, to enforce its decrees. 

The society is making efforts to interest Massachu- 
setts Congressmen in the subject of the protection of 
the treaty rights of aliens. It is hoped that the bill 
introduced by Hon. Bichard Bartholdt in January, 
1915, may be reintroduced and passed. 

Owing to the fact that the State of Massachusetts has 
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taken the property at 31 Beacon street in order to en- 
large the grounds surrounding the State Capitol, it has 
been necessary for the society to move its offices. Booms 
in the Pemberton Building, Pemberton Square, have 
been secured, and headquarters will be established there 
on November 1. 



CALIFORNIA CHURCHES AND WORLD 
PEACE 

Resolved, That we declare ourselves in favor of world 
peace. The spirit of Jesus is not the spirit of war. 
We urge upon all our people the need of such an attitude 
in the present world crisis as shall issue in the better 
time when 'war drums shall beat no longer and the 
battle flags shall be furled.' " 

— Southern California Baptist Convention, 1915. 

"Resolved, That we indorse the fundamental princi- 
ples of the World Alliance of the Churches for the pro- 
motion of International Friendship, to the effect that 
international justice and good-will are essential to the 
peace of the world, and that the Golden Bule should be 
applied in international relations." 

— Southern California Conference, 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 1915. 

"Resolved, That, as followers of 'the Prince of Peace,' 
we believe in seeking peace and pursuing it between man 
and God, man and man, and nation and nation, and we 
ask Bishop Lambuth to appoint three persons from this 
Conference to serve on 'The Peacemakers' Committee' 
in conjunction with similar committees from our sister 
churches." _ Log Angeles Conference, 

Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1915. 

"Whereas the peace of the world can be established 
only by the positive embodiment of the Golden Eule in 
international relations ; and 

"Whereas the world-wide establishment of the King- 
dom of God is the special object of the Christian 
Church : Therefore be it 

"Resolved by the Synod of the State of California, 
That we hereby indorse the joint proposal of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, the 
Church Peace Union, and the American Branch of the 
World Alliance of the Churches for the Promotion of 
International Friendship, calling for the appointment 
in each local congregation of its own peacemakers' com- 
mittee." 

— Presbyterian Synod of California, 1915. 

"Whereas there is in this world-war crisis a recrudes- 
cence of the spirit of militarism which has attempted to 
drag the United States into the world war, or, failing 
in that, to stampede our lawmakers, under the guise of 
preparedness, into an elaborate plan of military enlarge- 
ment, calling for not only an immediate expenditure of 
billions of money, but the inauguration of a plan in- 
volving us in endless further appropriations of money 
and necessitating compulsory military service of vast 
numbers of our men for such military duty ; and 

"Whereas it is the duty of God-fearing men to increase 
in the world the stock of good-will, and to devise means 



by which the recurrence of the present world tragedy 
may be rendered impossible; and 

"Whereas the United States, because of its position 
and power and traditions, is under bonds to do what it 
can toward the shaping of the opinion of nations and 
the molding of a new and nobler world policy : Be it 

"Resolved by the Peacemakers' Committee of the Cali- 
fornia State Church Federation, representing many 
thousands of citizens of California, That we look with 
disfavor upon any plan to increase the army and navy 
at this time beyond what would be the regular accession 
to their strength by the application of the prevailing 
appropriations, which would seem entirely adequate, 
amounting to over $300,000,000 annually : Be it further 

"Resolved, That we call upon all Christian citizens 
and upon our representatives in Congress to keep in 
mind that the Bepublic is the friend and brother of all 
contending nations, and that we wish to manifest to 
them the spirit of brotherhood in this trying hour of 
human history." 

— California State Church Federation, 1916. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli- 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Sie: The heads of the great nations involved in the 
present war are so chagrined by the awfulness of the 
war that they all deny responsibility therefor, and it is 
quite natural, for it is the greatest crime in the history 
of the world. The loss of life and property is stupen- 
dous, the suffering incomprehensible, and a black cloud 
hovers over Europe, the penetration of which will re- 
quire generations. 

The insignificant ostensible cause of the war might 
have been taken to an international court and disposed 
of as easily as an important case in a criminal court. 

Supposedly civilized nations should be able to main- 
tain a court where all are entitled to representation, 
where all differences could be settled. Abidance by the 
decisions of this court could be assured by an interna- 
tional police and naval patrol, contributed to by a lim- 
ited number of men and ships from the various nations, 
the maintenance of which would cost a comparatively 
negligible amount. 

The preparedness plan is one to which there is no 
limit, not even the ceiling. When a nation fears that 
a rival excels it in super-dreadnaughts, it immediately 
appropriates a few millions to build enough super- 
dreadnaughts to surpass the rival; whereupon the rival 
proceeds to climb to the top again, and so on ad in- 
finitum. 

Since agreements between nations are not to be de- 
pended upon, the only sure-enough preparedness is to 
be able to whip the rest of the world. Imagine the 
result ! 



